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AUGUST 22, 2010 
 

Let us show each other God's generosity  

From a Sermon by Saint Gregory Naziansus  

 

Recognize to whom you owe the fact that you exist, that you 
breathe, that you understand, that you are wise, and, above all, that 
you know God and hope for the kingdom of heaven and the vision 
of glory, now darkly as in a mirror but then with greater fullness and 
purity. You have been made a son of God, co-heir with Christ. 
Where did you get all this, and from whom? 

Let me turn to what is of less importance: the visible world around 
us. What benefactor has enabled you to look out upon the beauty 
of the sky, the sun in its course, the circle of the moon, the 
countless number of stars, with the harmony and order that are 
theirs, like the music of a harp? Who has blessed you with rain, 
with the art of husbandry, with different kinds of food, with the arts, 
with houses, with laws, with states, with a life of humanity and 
culture, with friendship and the easy familiarity of kinship? 

Who has given you dominion over animals, those that are tame and 
those that provide you with food? Who has made you lord and 
master of everything on earth? In short, who has endowed you with 
all that makes man superior to all other living creatures? 

Is it not God who asks you now in your turn to show yourself 
generous above all other creatures and for the sake of all other 
creatures? Because we have received from him so many wonderful 
gifts, will we not be ashamed to refuse him this one thing only, our 
generosity? Though he is God and Lord he is not afraid to be 
known as our Father. Shall we for our part repudiate those who are 
our kith and kin, brethren and friends, let us never allow ourselves 
to misuse what has been given us by GodÕs gift. If we do, we shall 
hear Saint Peter say: Be ashamed of yourselves for holding on to 
what belongs to someone else. Resolve to imitate GodÕs justice, 
and no one will be poor. Let us not labor to heap up and hoard 
riches while others remain in need. If we do, the prophet Amos will 
speak out against us with sharp and threatening words: Come now, 
you that say: When will the new moon be over, so that we may start 
selling? When will the sabbath be over, so that we may start 
opening our treasures?  

Let us put into practice the supreme and primary law of God. He 
sends down rain on just and sinful alike, and causes the sun to rise 
on all without distinction. To all earthÕs creatures he has given the 
broad earth, the springs, the rivers and the forests. He has given 
the air to the birds, and the waters to those who live in the water. 
He has given abundantly to all the basic needs of life, not as a 
private possession, not restricted by law, not divided by 
boundaries, but as common to all, amply and in rich measure. His 
gifts are not deficient in any way, because he wanted to give 
equality of blessing to equality of worth, and to show the 
abundance of his generosity. 

    God bless you, 

    Msgr. McGrath 

THE WEEK  AHEAD  

TUESDAY, August 24  
10:00 AM Sewing Group Ð Room 108 
10:30 AM Craft Group Ð Conservatory 
  7:30 PM Prayer Group Ð Pierre Room 
THURSDAY, August 26  
  7:30 PM Joyful Praise Choir 
FRIDAY, August 27  
  9:00 AM Soup Ministry - Kitchen 
  5:30 PM AA Meeting Ð Room 108 
SATURDAY, August 28  
  5:30 PM Celebrate Life Bookfair 
  7:00 PM Drive In Movie Ð Church Grounds 
SUNDAY, August 29  
  7:30 AM Celebrate Life Bookfair 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

Sat Aug 28 -  Celebrate Life Book Fair  after  
   Mass  
Sat Aug 28 -   Outdoor/Drive -In Movie! 'Up'    8:00pm   
Sun Aug 29 -  Celebrate Life Book Fair   after  
   morning Masses-  
Sept 4/5    Sign up for Passages  
Sept 8    First Passages meeting  
Sept 8 Ð Nov 17   Alpha at Church of Saint John 
   Wednesdays 6:30 - 9 PM 
Sept 18   Whale of a Sale  
Oct 23    Retreat Day  

 
 LifeNotes  

together to defend and celebrate life  
 
ROSE FOR LIFE Ð In Memory of GodÕs Precious and Littlest 
Ones Ð Donated by Celebrate Life 
 
Aug 28 - Drive-In Outdoor Movie St John Parking Lot!  The 
movie 'Up'  will start about 8:00pm  Bring your lawn chairs!  
Old fashioned popcorn and lots of fun! 
 
Aug 28 -29 - Book Fai r at St John - Daughters of St Paul 
will be here after Sat Vigil - and after Sunday morning 
Masses. 
 
St Monica,  patron saint of motherhood and married women, 
is observed Aug 27.  A model of patience and Christian love 
in a difficult life, she could have been a nagging wife, a bitter 
daughter-in-law and a despairing parent.  Instead, her 
prayers won the conversion of her pagan husband and 
mother-in-law to Christianity.  She continued praying for her 
son Augustine Ð who after years of struggling with heresies 
and worldly influences, converted to Christianity.  Most of 
what we know about St. Monica is from St. AugustineÕs 
classic Confessions, the first autobiography to appear in 
world literature. St Augustine became one of the four great 
Fathers of the Church and one of the most influential men in 
the history of Western Civilization.  We honor the faith and 
motherly love St Monica. 
  
Rose for Life Ð please call Jessica Couri at 203-656-3696 or email 
jacpacouri@yahoo.com 
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VIGIL 
  4:30 PM Ernesta Samedi by The LaBozzo Family 
SUNDAY  August 22  
  7:30 AM Bess Finley by The OÕBrien Family 
  8:30 AM Parishioners of St. John 
10:00 AM Kristen Reid by The OÕToole Family 
11:30 AM Eleanor Hartnett by Barbara Greer 
  5:00 PM Deborah Stowell by Her Family 
MONDAY  August 23 St. Rose of Lima  
  8:00 AM  Arleen Dougherty 
  by Barbara and Kevin Keady 
TUESDAY  August 24 
  8:00 AM  Josephine Conetta Nizzardo  
  by Teresa Canneto 
WEDNESDAY  August 25 
  8:00 AM Peter Marshall by Dan and Marilyn Dolcetti 
THURSDAY   August 26 
  8:00 AM Ida and Dominick Vavala by Carol Doshna 
FRIDAY   August 2 7 
  8:00 AM Angelica Carmona by The Colli Family 
SATURDAY  August 2 8 
  8:30 AM Dana Gelb by Bert and Vicky Rojas 
VIGIL 
  4:30 PM Harriett Brzoska by Helen Brzoska 
SUNDAY  August 2 9  
  7:30 AM Parishioners of St. John 
  8:30 AM Charlotte Blanche by The Alter Family 
10:00 AM Herbert McKay by Dan and Marilyn Dolcetti 
11:30 AM Sal Mazzeo, Jr.  
  by Deacon Bill and Mildred Rowe 
  5:00 PM Robert DeCosta by Debbie and Ken Stuart 
!
!

Readings for the Week of August 22, 2010 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7,11-13/Lk 13:22-30  
Monday: 2Th 1:1-5,11-12/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 2Th 3:6-10,16-18/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:  1Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:14-30 
Saturday: 1Cor 1:26-31/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18,20,28-29/Heb 12:18-19,22-24a 
  Lk14:1,7-14 

 
 

PIANO LESSONS AVAILABLE  

Mary Beth Plunkett, a dedicated, respected and talented St. 
John Pre-School teacher, is offering piano lessons targeted 
to enhance students' individual skill levels.  Mrs. Plunkett 
has over seventeen years of piano teaching experience.  
Please email Mrs. Plunkett for more information: 
 marybethplunkett@yahoo.com!

 

   

Do You Know and, Better Yet Can You Explain 
to someone else 

 Who Jesus is? 
 Why He Died? 
 How God guides you? 
 Whether or not God hears us today? 
 How and why you should read the Bible? 
  

 Alpha will help you with these and other meaty issues 

What is Alpha ?  
 An 11-week program that reviews the basics of the 

Christian faith, and is a great way to begin, renew or 
deepen your faith in Jesus Christ.   We will socialize 
over a meal, watch a video presentation, and engage 
in small -group discussion.  The relaxed atmosphere 
will allow you to talk through any nagging questions 
or issues you may be pondering. 
When/Where is Alpha ? 

 Wednesday Evenings September 8 Ð November 17 Ð 
Dinner 6:30pm followed by Video/Discussion - 
Blanchard Center  
How do I Sign up? 

 Email StJohnAlpha@gmail.com or return the 
Registration Form to the Rectory  
Alpha Questions??     
Call Jean Benitez at 203 655-5122 
 

ALPHA REGISTRATION FORM 
______Yes, I will attend the Introductory Dinner on September 8 
at 6:30 and participate in the 11 week Program through 
November 17. The program also includes a Saturday retreat on 
October 16. Please fill out and return this registration form to the 
Rectory.  Registration fee of $20 covers the workbook and 
materials. 
 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  _______________________ 
 
email address: ___________________________ 
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Church of St. John, 1986 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820  
  phone (203) 655-1145 fax (203) 655-1048 

!
203.655.1145 

!
Pastor:  Msgr. Frank C. McGrath ext 24 

fmcgrathstjohn@optonline.net 
 

Parochial Vicar:  Rev. Frank Gomez ext 23 
frfrankstjohn@optonline.net 

 
In Residence: Rev. Terrance W. Klein 

 
Deacon Wayne E. Malloy 

dnmalloy@diobpt.org 
 

Deacon Bill Rowe (Deacon Emeritus) 
 

Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Michelle Leville ext 11 
stjohn2@optonline.net 

 
Secretary:  Mrs. B Connolly ext 10 

stjohnb@optonline.net 
 

Office Hours:  Monday Ð Friday  
9:00 AM Ð 4:00 PM 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Richard Slagle 203.966.8928 

 
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON  

Mr. Doug McKay  203.656.0231 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Director:  Mr. John Cunningham 203.655.8020 

religiousedsj@optonline.net 
 

PRE SCHOOL 
Director:  Mrs. Lisa Ioli 203.656.0548 

 
lisaiolistjohn@optonline.net 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Choirmaster:  Mr. W. Ogden Booker  203.655.0777 
 

JOYFUL PRAISE CHOIR  
Director:  Mr. Frank Porretta 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Director:  Mr. Bryan Mercier 203.662.1217 
sjchurchyg@yahoo.com 

 
PARISH CENTER  

Manager & Sexton:  Mr. Kevin Donnelly 
 

PARISH WEB SITE 
www.stjohndarien.com 

Please visit our parish website. We have information on many 
opportunities for spiritual growth and community involvement, to 
give and receive assistance, enjoy crafts and take pleasure in 
companionship with luncheons, teas, trips. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

3:00 PM Ð 4:00 PM Saturdays or anytime by appointment 
 

ADORATION & BE NEDICTION  

Every First Friday after the 8:00 AM Mass until 12 Noon 
(Except July and August) 

 
 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA  
Every Monday after the 8:00 AM Mass 

ROSARY  
Immediately following the daily 8 AM Mass 

 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  

Couples should contact a parish priest at least six months prior to 
the desired wedding date. 

 
COMMUNION CALLS  

If you know of anyone who is homebound, in a nursing home or 
hospital, and would like communion from a priest, deacon or 
eucharistic minister brought to them or have a visit, please call the 
parish secretary.  Oftentimes this is the only way we know of the 
need. 
 

Are you or a friend:  
Catholic but not confirmed?      Christian but not Catholic?   
¥ Unbaptized but interested in learning about the Catholic 

faith?  
There are several paths to becoming a fully initiated Catholic and 
you can find out which one best suits your situation by contacting 
either of our priests (655-1145) or Pete Wray (972-0209) to learn 
more about your options through our programs. 

 
BAPTISM WORKSHOP  

Prior to the Baptism of a first child both parents must attend a 
Baptism Workshop. Our next class is September 12th  at 12:45 PM. 
Please call the office for more information, 203.655.1145. 
 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
The priests of St. John Church look forward to meeting our new 
parishioners. Please introduce yourselves after Mass or call for an 
appointment. Registration cards are available at the rear of the 
Church or in the office during the week.  

 
THE CELEBRATE LIFE COMMITTEE  

We look forward to your insights and energy. Please contact Msgr. 
McGrath at 655.1145 or Jessica Couri at 656.3696 
(jacpacouri@yahoo.com) or Celebrate Life Committee 
(celebratelife@live.com) for more information. 
 

VIRTUS TRAINING 
If you are involved in any volunteer work in the parish you must 
attend a Virtus Training Class. For those who have not attended a 
class, there will be a class at St. Maurice Parish in Stamford, CT on 
August 25, 2010 at 6:00 PM. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
resumes again in the fall when they will meet every other week to 
make comfort shawls for those in need of prayer. If you would like 
to make, receive or send a shawl (or prayer square for our troops), 
please contact Anne van Geldern at  anne.vangeldern@gmail.com. 
or 203.585.2302. See the Parish website for info and pictures. 
 

MOMÕS SUPPORTING MOMÕS 
is an informal support group for moms with children of any age, 
facilitated by Marilyn Dolcetti, LCSW. The group meets twice a 
month in the Pierre Room from 9:00 to 10:30 AM starting again in 
the fall.  

 
HEALING THE EIGHT STAGES resumes again September 8th at 
7:30 PM in the Parish Center. You may sign up on September 4/5 
after all the Masses. You do not need to be trapped by patterns of 
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behavior learned in childhood not be on guilt trips if weÕve hurt 
someone else. By bringing JesusÕ love into memories, hurts can be 
transformed into gifts. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
WORLD YOUTH DAY : 

Pilgrimage to Spain Ð to see the Pope and explore our 
Catholic Faith 

 

Next summer, St. JohnÕs Church is joining the Diocese of 
Bridgeport in a pilgrimage trip to Spain to see the Pope.  The 
Diocese is booking flights a year in advance; therefore, sign 
ups are taking place NOW until the end of this month 
(August) only.  RSVP NOW.   
This pilgrimage trip is open to the whole parish, to anyone 
between the ages of 16-29.  Anyone who is over the age of 
17 must be VIRTUS trained and background checked. 
Agenda:  We will spend 3 days in Portugal and 2 days in 
northern Spain seeing sights and exploring some of the most 
famous shrines in the world.  We will then travel to Madrid 
for World Youth Day and all of its many activities 
(exhibitions, dramas, concerts, celebrations with the Pope 
and many more unforgettable experiences).  We will also 
see royal palaces, museums and other tourist sites.   
This will be an unforgettable pilgrimage, celebrating our faith 
with millions of young Catholics from almost every country in 
the world.  Please RSVP and get in now, as there is a limited 
time to sign upÉ..  1 more week!   
For More information, or to sign up contact:  
Bryan Mercier 203-662-1217; sjchurchyg@yahoo.com 

CLUB 678 PAINTBALL  

THIS TUESDAY Ð August 24 th 

WHO:  All 6th, 7th and 8th graders are invited 
TIME:  We are meeting at St. JohnÕs at 9:30am and will 
return around 3:00pm.   
WHERE:  We will travel to ÒExtreme PaintballÓ is Waterbury, 
CT.   
COST:   $50 + official Permission Slips.  
MUST RSVP:  The trip is Tuesday, so RSVP by Monday.  
Thank you.   
If Interested: Contact Bryan Mercier:  
sjchurchyg@yahoo.com / 203-662-1217 

CLUB 678 - Middle School Youth Ministry  
Are you a parent or middle-school teen who is interested in 
CLUB 678 and upcoming events?  Send us your e-mail 
address, and we will add you to our Youth Ministry e-mail 
list.  We will then keep you informed as to upcoming events, 
meetings and activities.   
E-mail Bryan Mercier at: sjchurchyg@yahoo.com 
 
St. JohnÕs Teen Choir  
St. John's Teen Choir has started again.  They will again be 
playing contemporary Praise and Worship Music which will 
lift the mind, inspire the heart, and lead people closer to God 
through song!  They play each week at the 5:00pm Mass.  
Any High School teen interested in singing or playing an 
instrument, contact Bryan Mercier: 203-662-1217 // 
sjchurchyg@yahoo.com  
 
The Only Game In Town:  
Friday, August 27th (4:00-11:00PM) 
A fun night of Go-Karts, Batting Cages, 2 Miniature Golf 
courses, a driving range and more, all in one place.  In High 
School?  Interested?   
To get in on this, contact: Bryan Mercier: 203-662-1217 // 
sjchurchyg@yahoo.com  
 

 

Please consider remembering St. John Church  
 in your Will.  

 
AUGUST 14/15 OFFERTORY 

Weekly Offertory 2010    $  8,154 
Weekly Offertory 2009   $10,824 
Assumption of Mary 2010  $  1,597 
Assumption of Mary 2009  $  1,012 
 
If you would like to make your weekly or monthly offertory 
donation by credit card or online banking, please call the 
parish.  
 
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2010-2011 CHRISTIAN 
FORMATION PROGRAMS 

Registered and active St. John Parish Families, who have 
not already registered, may enroll children for 2010-2011 
Christian Formation Program. Inquiries: Please call 
203.655.8020. 

 

HEALING THE PASSAGES OF LIFE 
resumes again on Wednesday, September 8 at 7:30 PM. in 
the Parish Center. You are invited to join the Alpha Group for 
a meal at 6:30 PM.  
Marilyn Dolcetti will be at the Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 4/5 to sign up parishioners for the new 
year. 
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Hosted by St. John's Youth Group 
 

 
 

Saturday, September 18th (9-3pm).   

St. John's Youth Ministry will again host their Huge Tag Sale 
Fundraiser. 

Join us for one of the largest tag sales in the area.   
40+ vendors! 

Join us to buy or sell! Either way, you support the Youth 
Ministry Programs! 

 

To Rent a Space Contact us 
 
By E-mail:  Whaleofasale@gmail.com 
 
By Calling: 203-662-1217 

 
$30 for one parking lot space or $50 for two spaces! 

 
No reservation is considered confirmed  

until payment is received!   
 

There are no refunds as this is a donation to the  
Youth Ministry.   
Rain or Shine.   

 
Sellers keep all proceeds!  

RSVP your space today 

Trip to New York Yankees Game  
 

Tickets are going fast! 
COST:  $50 which covers bus, ticket, and some food & 

drinks before we leave. Youth must have a signed 
permission slip. 

TIME:  The game is at 1:05 PM on September 6th  (Labor 
Day).  We will meet at St. John's at 11:00 AM and return to 

the church around 5 PM.   
All proceeds to benefit the Youth Ministry Program.    

RSVP Bryan Mercier 203-662-1217 sjchurchyg@yahoo.com 

BLUE MASS 
The 2010 Blue Mass , commemorating the 9th anniversary 
of 9-11, will be held September 12, 2010 at St. Catherine of 
Siena Parish, 200 Shelton Rd., Trumbull, CT.  
Please join us for a Mass in thanksgiving for Law 
Enforcement, Fire and Emergency Medical Service 
personnel who serve in the Diocese of Bridgeport. 
Reception immediately following Mass in the Family Center. 

 
RAFLE TICKETS 

St. Joseph Parish in Norwalk will be selling raffle tickets the 
weekend of August 28/29 at all the Masses. The proceeds will 
go towards fortifying the Church Repair and Maintenance Fund. 
Thank you for any help you can give them. 

 
ALL SAINTS SCHOOL 

PEPSI REFRESH PROJECT 
Your vote can help!! 

All Saints Catholic School of Norwalk, a Bridgeport Diocesan 
School, is involved in The Pepsi Refresh Project in order to 
receive a $50,000 grant to be used for a new and innovative 
park to be built at the school. It is a Science and Energy 
Park, and it is one of the most exciting events to happen at 
All Saints School. 
The goal is to win this challenge and we need help from your 
parish! Please check the All Saints website to see plans for 
the park and to cast your votes from now until August 31st. 
(Anyone 13 and over can vote.) You can vote once a day 
online and once a day via text! 

To vote & find out more:  
www.ascs.net  

Text: 101491 to Pepsi at 73774  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as 
he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone 

asked him, "Lord, will only a few people be saved?" He 
answered them, "Strive to enter through the narrow 

gate." - Lk 13:22 -24a 
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